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Health  Department, 


Ilfracombe. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Ilfracombe  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Fourth  Annual  Report  as  Temporary  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  Ilfracombe  Urban  District  Council. 

The  Report  is  constructed  on  the  lines  indicated  in  the 
Memorandum  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  population  of  the  Urban  District  at  the  1931  Census  was 
9,175  ; the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  at  the 
middle  of  1946  was  9,039. 

I would  like  to  thank  Mr.  F.  J.  Saunders,  Sanitary  Inspector 
to  the  Council,  for  all  his  help  again  during  the  past  twelve  months. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

August  1947.  W.  B.  BOONE,  M.A.,  B.M.,  B.Ch. 


Public  Health  Staff : 

Part-T ime  Officer : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Superintendent  of  Isolation  Hospital — 
W.  B.  Boone,  M.A.,  B.M.,  B.Ch.  (Oxon),  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P, 

Whole-Time  Officers  : 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent : 

F.  J.  Saunders,  Cert.  R.  San.  Inst.,  M.S.I.A.  - 

Meat  Inspector’s  Certificate , Royal  Sanitary  Institute > 

Meat  Inspector’s  Certificate , Liverpool  University . 

Assistant : — H.  R.  Curtis,  M.R.I.P.H.H. 
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Statistical  Memoranda,  1946. 


Situation  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  Lat.  51°  13’N.  Long  4°  7’W. 

Area  (including  Foreshore)  . . . . . . . . 5,856  acres 

Elevation  of  Area  built  on  . . . . . . 19  feet  to  744  feet 

Geological  Formation.  Shale  overlying  limestone  and  sandstone 


Population  (Census  1931) 

Population  (Registrar  General's  Estimate  mid-year,  1946) 


Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occup 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 
Rainfall  during  1946 
Bright  Sunshine  during  1946 
Births 
Birth-rate 

Birth-rate  (England  and  Wales) 


ers  (Census  1931) 


9,175 
9,039 
2,327 
. . £85,955 

£338  4s.  8d. 
46*49  inches 
1497*1  hours 
146 

16*1  per  1,000 
19*3  per  1,000 


Deaths 

Death-rate  

Death-rate  (corrected) 

Death-rate  (England  and  Wales) 

Zymotic  Death-rate  (including  Influenza) 
Tuberculosis  Death-rate  . • 

Infantile  Mortality 

Infantile  Mortality  (England  and  Wales) 


138 

15 ’2  per  1,000 
Not  available  for  1946 
11 ‘5  per  1,000 

Oil  per  1,000 

'll  per  1,000 

4109  per  1,000  live  births 

• . 43  per  1,000  live  births 


EXTRACT  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Live  Births  : 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

135 

74 

61  ) 

Birth-rate 

per  1,000  of  the 

Illegitimate 

11 

8 

3 j 

•estimated 
tion  16T 

resident  popula- 

Still  Births  : 

Legitimate 

O 

1 

1 1 

Rate  per 

1,000  total  (live 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

1 J 

and  still)  births  26’6) 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the 

Deaths 

138 

60 

78 

4 

estimated 
flion  15*2 

resident  popula- 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES. 

(Headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar  General’s  Short  List) 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths.  (live  and  still)  births 

No.  29.  Puerperal  Sepsis  . . . . . . Nil  — 

,,  30.  Other  Maternal  Causes  . . . . 2 1 3*3 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  . . . . 41.09 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  44.4 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) . . . . . . . . 1 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ..  ..  ..  Nil 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Registrar  General’s  Figures. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 
Other  forms  ot  Tuberculosis 
Whooping  Cough 
Syphilitic  diseases  ... 

Influenza  ... 

Cancer 

Diabetes 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc 
Heart  Disease 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 
Bronchitis  ... 

Pneumonia 

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 
Diarrhoea,  under  2 years 
Other  digestive  diseases 
Nephritis  ... 

Puerperal  & Post- Abort:  Sepsis 
Other  Maternal  Causes 
Premature  birth 

Congenital  malformation  ; Birth  injuries,  etc. 
Suicide 

Road  traffic  accidents 
Other  violent  causes 
All  other  causes 


Males  Females 

3 4 

— 1 


12 

1 

5 

22 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

3 


11 

5 

32 

5 

1 

3 

1 

0 

1 

1 


2 

2 

9 


1 1 

6 6 


V 


Total  all  causes  ...  ...  60  78 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


Detailed  particulars  of  these  services  were  given  in  the  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  1932;  there  has  been  no  material  change  during  the 
present  year. 

The  Tuberculosis  Death-rate  was  .77  per  1,000. 

Cancer  was  responsible  for  a Death-rate  of  2.54  per  1,000. 

The  Death-rate  from  Heart  Disease  was  5.97  per  1,000. 

79  of  the  deaths  were  those  of  persons  70  or  more  years  of  age. 

No  comparability  factor  is  available  for  the  year  1946. 

Water  Supply. 

The  Water  Supply  of  the  town  is  on  the  ‘ Constant  System  ” and  is 
obtained  from  gathering  grounds  at  Challacombe  and  at  Slade. 

The  Challacombe  supply  is  fed  from  a watershed  of  more  than  3,000 
acres  of  open  moor  forming  part  of  the  Forest  of  Exmoor  and  is 
collected  by  means  of  8 intakes. 

To  provide  storage,  an  impounding  reservoir  with  a capacity  of 
16,000,000  gallons  has  been  constructed  on  the  headwaters  of  the  River 
Bray. 

The  water  is  conveyed  to  Ilfracombe  by  means  of  an  aqueduct  and 
pipe  line,  and  at  Hore  Down  there  is  a storage  reservoir  for  750,000 
gallons  of  water,  a service  reservoir  for  330,000  gallons  and  a rapid 
filtration  plant  capable  of  dealing  with  432,000  gallons  per  day. 

The  reservoirs  at  Slade  are  supplied  from  a limited  gathering 
ground  in  the  vicinity  and  provide  storage  for  approximately  50,000,000 
gallons  of  water. 

All  domestic  supplies  are  filtered  and  chlorinated  before 
distribution  and  as  at  times  the  water  has  a plumbo-solvent  action,  the 
use  of  lead  pipes  is  forbidden. 

All  houses  have  a piped  supply  with  the  exception  of  a few  in  the 
outlying  parts  of  the  district  which  have  their  own  private  supplies.  No 
houses  are  supplied  by  means  of  standpipes. 

Samples  of  water  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  are 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Exeter. 

12  samples  of  water  were  obtained  and  forwarded  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  4 samples  for  chemical  examination. 

3 samples  from  the  High  Level  and  2 samples  from  the  Folley 
Level  showed  a slight  degree  of  bacteriological  contamination.  After 
increased  dosage  of  chlorine  was  used,  repeat  samples  were  found 
satisfactory. 
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The  following  is  a typical  analysis  : 

CHEMICAL  (Results  expressed  as  parts  per  100,000). 


Hardness,  as  Calcium  carbonate, 

Temporary  1*2  ; Permanent  4*2 ; Total  5 4 

Chlorides,  as  Chlorine  ...  ...  ...  2'5 

Ammonia,  free  and  saline,  as  nitrogen  ...  0'0016 

Ammonia,  albuminoid,  as  nitrogen  ...  0 006 

Nitrates,  as  nitrogen  ...  ...  ...  0T44 

Nitrites,  as  nitrogen  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Oxygen  (absorbed  3 hrs.  at  37°  C)  ...  ...  0092 


Metals  Lead,  copper,  zinc — not  detected. 

pH  value  7’0 

Remarks  Sample  clear  and  free  from  sediment. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL 

Probable  number  coli-aerogenes  organisms  per  100  c.c.  — 

Nil. 


CONCLUSIONS 

This  sample  is  of  a satisfactory  standard  of  purity. 

Sea  Water  Swimming  Baths.  One  sample  of  water  from  the 
Council’s  Sea  Water  Swimming  Baths  was  bacteriologically  examined 
and  found  satisfactory. 


Sewerage  and  Drainage.  Sewage  disposal  is  by  sea  outfalls,  one 
discharging  off  Cheyne  Beach  and  one  between  Hele  and  Hagginton 
Beaches. 

The  discharge  from  each  is  into  a current  which  sets  away  from 
the  shore  and  has  proved  satisfactory. 

During  1946,  the  sewer  was  extended  for  a distance  of  25  yards  at 
Croftswood  and  for  593  yards  at  Whittingham  to  receive  the  drainage 
from  the  new  houses  now  being  erected  for  the  Council. 

In  September  Messrs.  Lemon  & Blizard,  Consulting  Engineers, 
were  instructed  to  prepare  a report  and  scheme  for  the  sewerage  of  the 
Parish  of  Lee  ; work  on  this  report  has  been  commenced. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 
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Disease. 

” 

Measles  ...  ...  •••  •••  ••• 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Pneumonia 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 
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Para  Typhoid  Fever. 

Two  cases  were  notified,  one  was  a visitor,  the  other  a local 
resident.  Both  had  visited  Woolacombe  at  a time  within  the 
incubation  period  and  when  the  beach  there  was  under  suspicion. 

Diphtheria. 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified. 

Diphtheria  immunisation. 

The  immunisation  of  children  was  continued  throughout  1946, 
the  following  numbers  being  dealt  with  : 

Children  under  5 years  of  age  70 

Children  age  5 to  15  years 7 

Cleansing  Centre. 

A Cleansing  Centre  for  the  treatment  of  scabies  is  in  use  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  male  and  female  staff  are  available  part  time  for 
dealing  with  cases. 

30  cases  were  treated,  26  of  these  being  cured  by  a single 
treatment.  10  contacts  were  treated  as  a precautionary  measure. 


Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1946. 


Age  Periods 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 
Males  Females 

Non  Respiratory 
Males  Females 

Respiratory 
Males  Females 

Non  Respiratory 
Males  Females 

Under  1 year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— — 

1 to  5 years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

5 to  10  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

10  to  15  years 

% I..— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— — 

1 5 to  20  years 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

20  to  25  years 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— — 

25  to  35  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— — 

35  to  45  years 

2 

— 

*v 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

45  to  55  years 

— 

— - 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— — 

55  to  65  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

65  & upwards 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— — 

Totals 

6 

4 

— 

3 

3 

4 

— 

Disinfection  of  Rooms  and  Articles.  48  rooms  were  disinfected  as 
follows  Scarlet  Fever,  6 rooms;  Cancer,  2 rooms;  Tuberculosis, 
9 rooms  ; Typhoid,  1 room  ; Other  diseases,  9 rooms  ; Vermin,  21  rooms. 

2,060  articles  were  disinfected. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S 
ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1946. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Ilfracombe  Urban  District 

Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  consideration  my 
Nineteenth  Annual  Report  which  deals  with  sanitary  work  during  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1946. 

Shortage  of  labour  and  materials  has  prevented  many  essential 
repairs  being  carried  out  since  1939  and  there  has  been  a deterioration 
in  the  condition  of  some  small  properties. 

Shortages  still  exist  and  the  reconditioning  of  de-requisitioned 
hotels  and  large  premises  has  employed  both  labour  and  material 
which  would  otherwise  be  available  for  repairs  to  existing  small 
houses  and  the  erection  of  new  ones. 


COMPLAINTS. 

The  number  of  complaints  during  the  year  amounted  to  481. 
Of  these,  395  related  to  delay  or  carelessness  in  the  collection  of  house 
refuse,  no  less  than  381  of  the  complaints  arose  previous  to  the 
beginning  of  October  when  the  work  was  in  the  hands  of  a Contractor, 
the  14  complaints  which  were  received  after  the  Council  took  over  the 
collections  were  all  dealt  with  immediately. 

8 complaints  referred  to  the  presence  of  rats,  these  were 
investigated  by  the  rodent  operator. 

70  complaints  were  in  reference  to  work  under  other  departments 
and  were  passed  over  for  action. 

Only  5 complaints  related  to  nuisances  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts  and  3 were  in  relation  to  matters  outside  the  scope  of  the  Public 
Health  Acts. 


10 


NOTICES  8ERVED 


Statutory  (Section  92  & 93,  Public  Health  Act,  1936)  ...  1 

Statutory  (Section  79,  Public  Health  Act,  1936)  ...  ...  8 

Statutory  (Section  83,  Public  Health  Act,  1936)  ...  ...  1 

Statutory  (Section  124,  Public  Health  Act,  1936)  ...  ...  2 

Formal  (Section  156  & 158,  Public  Health  Act,  1936)  ...  5 

Informal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  165 

Verbal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 


Total  222 


In  addition  to  the  above  1755  letters  and  circulars  were  sent  out 
in  reference  to  the  following  : — 

Milk  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  186 

Food  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  181 

Housing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  380 

Infectious  Disease  and  Immunisation  ...  161 

Salvage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  183 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  333 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  178 

Petroleum  Acts.  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  77 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  DEFECTS  REMEDIED 


House  roofs  repaired  and  made  watertight  ...  ...  ...  39 

Eaves  gutters  and  downpipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  31 

Damp  walls  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

External  plastering  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Chimney  stacks  repaired,  rebuilt  or  repointed  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ceilings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Plaster  walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Windows  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Kitchen  stoves  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Doors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 # 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

New  dustbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

Yards  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Houses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Nuisance  from  animals  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Water  supply  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Yards  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Other  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Sanitary  Accommodation 


New  water  closets  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Water  closet  basins  replaced  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Water  closet  cisterns  repaired  or  replaced  ...  ...  ...  17 

,,  ,,  walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  ,,  floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  ,,  roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

,,  ,,  seats  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Drainage 

New  drainage  provided 


Drains  relaid  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Inspection  chambers  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

New  sinks  provided ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Soil  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 
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Shops*  Act. 


Roofs  repaired 

Water  closet  seats  cleansed  ... 

,,  ,,  pans 

Sanitary  accommodation  provided 


Factories. 

Ceilings  repaired 

Walls  cleansed 

Water  closet  seats  cleansed 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

,,  ,,  pans 

„ „ walls 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • « 

Water  closets  provided 
Intervening  ventilated  space  provided 


Factories  Act,  1937. 


I.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


(Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector). 


Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspec- 

tions 

(2) 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Prosecuted 

Occupiers 

(4) 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

84 

3 

0 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  ... 

110 

0 

0 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act 

(including  works  of  building  and  engineering  construc- 
tion but  not  including  outworkers'  premises). 

32 

0 

0 

j O t dl  •••  • • • ••• 

226 

3 

0 

2.  Defects  Found. 


Number  of  Defects 

Number  of 

defects  in 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

respect  of 
which  Prose- 
cutions were 
instituted 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

16 

16 

Nil 

Nil 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

Nil 

— 

— • 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  Moors  (S.6) 
Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

Nil 

— 

• 

— 

Insufficient  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

Nil 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences... 

(not  including  offences  relating  to  Home  Work 
or  offences  under  the  Sections  mentioned  in 
the  Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
(Factories  and  Workshops  Transfer  of  power) 
Order,  1921.  and  re-enacted  in  the  Third 
Schedule  to  the  Factories  Act,  1937). 

Nil 

Total 

21 

21 

Nil 

Nil 
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Housing. 

Housing  Statistics. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  120 

( b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  791 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  7 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  31 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  ht  for  human  habitation  ...  95 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service 

of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act , 1936. 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  0 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  9,5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  0 


C.  Proceedi  ngs  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act , 1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli- 

tion Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

D.  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act , 1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  0 

Overcrowding.  16  houses  were  known  to  be  overcrowded  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  These  were  occupied  by  18  families  consisting  of 
114  persons. 

Overcrowding  in  six  other  houses  was  abated  by  transferring 
22  occupants  to  accommodation  under  the  Council’s  control. 

On  31st  December  there  were  220  names  on  the  List  of 
Applicants  for  Council  houses  or  flats. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs.  Infestations  occurred  in  three  houses, 
none  of  them  being  properties  owned  by  the  Council. 
Treatment  was  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  staff  spraying  with 
an  insecticide  after  the  wordwork  had  been  loosened  from  the 
walls.  In  two  cases  a second  treatment  was  necessary  to 
obtain  satisfactory  results. 

Camping  Grounds.  Section  269,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  became 
operative  in  this  district  on  the  2nd  September  of  this  year  in 
place  of  Section  192,  Ilfracombe  Urban  District  Council  Act, 
1936  which  was  repealed.  The  Section  now  in  force 
prohibits  the  use  of  a camping  ground  for  more  than  42 
consecutive  days,  or  more  than  60  days  in  any  twelve 
consecutive  months  unless  the  person  occupying  the  land  or 
the  moveable  dwelling  is  in  possession  of  a licence  granted  by 
the  Local  Authority. 

Two  licences  were  granted  by  the  Cobncil. 

The  number  of  persons  camping  was  again  very  small,  34  visits 
of  inspection  were  made,  no  serious  nuisance  was  reported. 

Beaches  and  Pleasure  Grounds.  Adequate  arrangements  are  in 
operation  for  the  collection  and  removal  of  litter  and  refuse 
from  the  beaches  and  pleasure  grounds.  The  carrying  out  of 
this  work  was  satisfactory. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Since  1942  the  Public  Abattoir  has  not  been  used  as  a slaughter- 
house but  it  is  used  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  as  a Depot  to  which  the 
meat  supply  for  Ilfracombe  and  District  is  brought  for  allocating  to  the 
butchers. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  in  connection  with  the  supervision 
of  food  supplies  included  : — Bakehouses,  37  ; Markets,  46  ; Food  Shops 
and  Depots,  892  ; Cafes  and  Hotels,  71  , Carriers’  Vehicles,  32  ; 
Hawkers’  Vehicles,  11. 

Unsound  meat  surrendered  and  disposed  of  included  : — 3 libs, 
hindquarter  beef,  bone  taint  ; 47  lbs.  forequarter  beef,  traumatism  ; 
100  lbs.  forequarter  beef,  decomposition  ; 29  lbs.  leg  pork,  fracture  ; 
45  lbs.  tripe,  10  lbs.  white  pudding,  31  lbs  sausage  meat,  and  151bs. 
sausage,  decomposition. 


Other  Unsound  Food  Destroyed  1945. 


Apricots 

...  8 tins 

Stewed  Steak 

...  10  tins 

Apricot  Jam 

1 tin 

Fish  Paste 

8 tins 

Grape  Fruit 

3 tins 

Herrings 

1 tin 

Marmalade 

1 tin 

Pilchards 

...  18  tins 

Peaches 

...  44  tins 

Salmon 

...  47  „ 

Pears 

3 tins 

Sardines 

' * « la  , , 

Plums 

4 tins 

Shrimps 

...  2 „ 

Tomatoes 

3 tins 

Catfish 

...  84  lbs 

Beans 

...  33  „ 

Cod  Fillets 

...658  lbs. 

Carrots 

...  5 

Fish  Fillets 

...392  „ 

Peas 

...  26  „ 

Plaice 

...224  „ 

Spaghetti 

1 tin 

Smoked  Haddock 

...  84  „ 

Picallilli 

8 jars 

Date  Pudding 

1 No. 

Pickles 

...  10  „ 

Dates 

...  40  lbs. 

Sauce 

...  12  bots. 

Prunes 

...200  „ 

Soups 

...  13  pkts. 

Biscuits 

...  52  lbs. 

Meat  Extract 

...  3 jars. 

Cereals 

...  20  pkts. 

Milk 

218  tins 

Flour 

...  7 lbs. 

Milk  Powxler 

....  1 cwt. 

Sugar 

...  2 cwts 

Cocoa 

...  1 pkt. 

Syrup 

...  7 tins 

Dried  Egg 

...  1 tin 

Cheese 

...  8 lbs. 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

...  11  tins 

Margarine 

...96  „ 

Sausage  Meat 

...  4 tins 

Bacon 

...12  „ 

Chopped  Ham 

...  3 „ 

Chickens 

...  3 No. 

Tongue 

...  5 „ 

Ducks 

...  3 No. 

Meat  and  Vegetable 

...  7 „ 

Cordial 

...  1 bot. 

Total  weight  : — 1 ton, -6  cwts.,  6 lbs 
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MILK  SUPPLY. 


Number  of  cow-keepers  and  dairymen  registered  at  end  of  year  : — 


Cowkeepers  registered  as  retailers  ...  ...  19 

Cowkeepers  registered  as  wholesalers  ...  ...  19 

Cowkeepers  registered  as  retailers  and  wholesalers  ...  5 

Retailers  with  dairy  only  (non-producers)  ...  ...  16 


The  above  have  their  premises  within  the  Urban  District,  but  a 
further  18  producers  whose  premises  are  outside  the  area  are  registered 
to  retail  milk  in  Ilfracombe,  and  38  producers  from  the  district  outside 
supply  milk  to  Ilfracombe  retailers. 

Since  the  introduction  of  the  Ministry  of  Foods  Rationalisation 
Scheme  the  whole  of  the  outside  producers  have  discontinued  retailing 
milk  here,  and  there  are  now  only  five  producers  and  five  non-producers 
retailing  milk  in  the  area. 

Administration  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders  has 
entailed  the  following  duties  : 

Inspections  of  Farms 

,,  Cowsheds 

,,  Dairies 

,,  Dairymen’s  vehicles 

Tuberculosis  Examination  of  iVSiSk  samples.  It  is  pleasing  to  report 
that  of  the  20  samples  submitted  for  tuberculosis  examination, 
none  were  found  Positive,  17  were  reported  Negative,  and  3 
owing  to  the  premature  deaths  of  the  guinea-pigs  used  in  the 
tests  were  inconclusive. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Orders,  1938  8l  1938.  One  licence  to  use 
the  designation  “Pasteurised”  was  issued  for  premises  in 
which  milk  was  treated  by  the  “ Holder  ” process. 

Eleven  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  submitted  for  bacterio- 
logical examination,  nine  gave  satisfactory  results. 

The  plant  in  operation  is  too  small  for  the  work  required,  and 
although  apparatus  of  larger  capacity  is  being  purchased,  there  has  been 
delay  in  obtaining  supplies. 

Accredited  Milk.  Eleven  farmers  are  licensed  by  the  County  Council 
as  “ Accredited  Producers.” 

54  samples  of  Accredited  milk  were  examined,  39  of  these  passed 
and  15  failed. 


180 

219 

228 

102 
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National  Milk  Testing  Scheme.  Sampling  of  milk  for  examination  by 
the  Standard  Routine  Method  to  ascertain  its  keeping  quality 
is  now  carried  out  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  National  Milk  Testing  Scheme  samplers. 

Results  of  the  examinations  are  suppled  to  this  office  and 
advisory  work  is  carried  out  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Under  the  Scheme,  819  samples  of  milk  were  tested,  509  or 
62%  were  graded  as  Good,  163  or  20%  as  Fair,  and  147  or 
18%  as  Poor. 

Sterility  tests  were  made  of  churns,  bottles  and  appliances  and 
were  of  considerable  assistance  for  advisory  purposes. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

The  following  table  shows  the  samples  taken  during  the  year  with 
the  results  of  their  examination  : 


Number  taken 

Article  Formal  Informal  Total  Results  of  Examination 


New  Milk 

17 

1 

18 

Genuine. 

Baking  Powder... 

1 

— 

1 

Genuine. 

Beef  Sausage 

1 

— 

1 

Genuine. 

Ginger  Cordial  ... 

1 

- — - 

1 

Genuine. 

Mustard 

1 

— 

1 

Genuine. 

Yorkshire  Pudding 
Mix 

1 

— 

1 

Genuine. 

22 

1 

23 

Shops  Act.  223  inspections  were  made  in  accordance  with 
this  Act.  Insanitary  conditions  found  in  11  premises  were  remedied 
on  complaint  being  made  to  the  persons  reponsible. 

Licensed  Houses.  Supervision  of  Licensed  Houses  was  continued, 
a total  of  34  visits  being  paid.  Efforts  are  being  made  to  ensure 
separate  sanitary  conveniences  for  each  sex,  and  that  access  to  such 
conveniences  is  free.  During  1946,  as  a result  of  steps  taken  by  this 
Authority,  penny-in-the-slot  machines  were  removed  from  the  doors  of 
9 water  closets  and  free  access  afforded  to  the  customers.  Previous  to 
this  year  many  of  the  Bars  were  not  provided  with  proper  facilities  for 
washing  glasses,  The  attention  of  all  owners  was  drawn  to  the  lack  of 
a supply  of  hot  water  and  7 more  bars  have  now  been  provided  with  an 
adequate  supply  of  hot  water. 
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Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928. 

34  licenses  were  issued  for  the  storage  of  a total  of  30,600  gallons 
of  petroleum-spirit. 

Two  licences  to  store  150  galls,  of  petroleum  mixtures  were  granted. 
The  amount  of  fees  received  by  the  Local  Authority  was  £22  3s.  4d. 
183  Inspections  were  made  under  the  Act. 


ROBERT  DISINFESTATION. 

The  Urban  Council  have  delegated  powers  under  the  Rats  and  Mice 
(Destruction)  Act,  and  are  also  responsible  for  administering  the 
Infestation  Order,  1943. 

For  this  work  the  Health  Department  works  in  close  co-operation  with 
the  Ministry  of  Food  Rodent  Destruction  Department  who  are 
responsible  for  the  work  in  connection  with  the  Ministry’s  Food  Depots. 

One  rodent  operator  is  employed  and  works  under  the  direction  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Ilfracombe  on  the  whole  is  only  lightly  infested,  and  those 
premises  which  are  especially  liable  to  infestation  are  regularly  inspected 
and  if  necessary  treated. 

The  public  continue  to  co-operate  by  notifying  the  presence  of  rats 
or  mice  and  appear  to  have  appreciated  the  assistance  rendered  them 
by  exterminating  vermin. 

Since  August,  the  work  has  been  operated  under  Ministry  of  Food 
circular  N.S.12,  whereby  systematic  survey  and  treatment  is  being 
carried  out  throughout  the  whole  area.  The  destruction  of  rodents  on 
domestic  premises  surveyed  in  accordance  with  this  plan  is  carried  out 
free  of  charge. 

1614  inspections  were  made  of  701  different  premises  and  231 
premises  in  which  there  was  infestation  were  treated. 

972  lbs.  of  pre-bait  was  used,  724  lbs.  being  taken. 

292  lbs.  of  poison  bait  was  used,  of  which  159  lbs.  were  taken. 

668  dead  rodents  were  picked  up. 

Estimated  by  the  amount  of  poison  bait  taken  6,360  rodents 
were  destroyed. 
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Public  Cleansing. 


Until  the  end  of  September  the  collection  of  House  and  Trade 
refuse  was  carried  out  by  Contract. 

The  Council  purchased  a new  Dennis  Barrier-type  Rear-loading 
vehicle,  and  since  1st  October  the  work  has  been  done  by  the  Council’s 
employees.  A second  machine  of  the  same  type  was  ordered  for 
delivery  in  time  for  the  summer  service. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping  at  Killacleave  Tip.  Two  men  are 
employed  in  packing  and  covering  the  refuse  and  maintaining  the  road- 
way leading  to  the  tipping  point. 

The  question  of  disposing  of  large  quantities  of  barbed  wire 
removed  from  Coastal  Defence  Works  to  the  Tip  gave  considerable 
trouble  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  handling  this  material  in  tangled 
masses,  the  whole  has  now  been  satisfactorily  dealt  with  and  covered. 

The  same  site  has  been  in  use  as  a tip  since  1920,  and  a roadway 
of  appoximately  half  a mile  long  and  having  a sharp  incline  has  been 
constructed  of  the  dumped  materials  so  that  it  is  now  possible  to  carry 
out  shallow  tipping.  The  tip  is  capable  of  accommodating  the  town’s 
refuse  for  several  more  years  and  is  worked  in  accordance  with 
Controlled  Tipping  methods. 

The  total  number  of  loads  deposited  at  the  Tip  during  1946  was  : — 

Loads  of  House  refuse  ...  1273 

,,  ,,  other  ,,  ...  401 

,,  ,,  street  cleanings  ...  582 

,,  ,,  builders’  waste  ...  738 

,,  ,,  gulley  cleanings  ...  37 

Street  Cleansing.  Street  Cleansing  is  done  by  men  working 
under  the  direction  of  the  Health  Department,  live  men  are  employed 
regularly  in  sweeping  and  two  men  with  a steel  lined  5 cwt.  Austin 
van  are  engaged  in  the  collection  of  sweepings.  One  man  is  employed 
part-time  for  sweeping  in  Lee  Village. 

In  addition  to  the  582  loads  of  sweepings  taken  to  the  Tip,  178 
loads  of  leaves  were  collected  from  the  roads  and  disposed  of  to 
gardeners. 
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Salvage. 


A separate  staff  under  the  control  of  the  Health  Department  is 
employed  in  this  work  and  regular  collections  are  made. 

Since  the  end  of  the  War  the  public  appear  to  have  lost  much  of 
the  interest  once  shown  in  Salvage  and  much  valuable  paper  is  now 
thrown  away  with  house  refuse. 

Since  the  collection  of  Salvage  was  commenced  in  1940,  the  weight 
of  Salvage  sold  amounts  to  1,870  tons  and  the  sum  received  is 
£ 7930  12s.  Id. 

The  monthly  average  of  Salvage  sales  during  the  year  was 
£\2  17s.  lOd.  per  T000  head  of  the  population  per  month,  a figure 
considerably  higher  than  the  great  majority  of  urban  districts. 

Kitchen  waste  is  collected  regularly  bv  private  feeders  who  use  it 
for  their  own  pigs  and  poultry,  The  Department  assists  this  collection 
by  liason  work  between  householders  and  those  who  desire  the  waste 
for  feeding  purposes.  The  amount  of  Kitchen  waste  collected  during 
the  year  exceeded  274  tons. 


\ 
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SALVAGE  COLLECTIONS  AND  SALES 

DURING  1946. 


Tons. 

Cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

136 

12 

3 

8 

Paper 

• • • • • • 

873 

11 

7 

10 

2 

1 

0 

Books 

• • • • • • 

93 

10 

9 

Haulage 

• • • • • • 

36 

12 

5 

29 

14 

1 

0 

Iron 

• • • • • • 

57 

14 

10 

3 

0 

25 

Aluminium 

• • • • • • 

3 

10 

1 

6 

3 

25 

Brass 

- • ( • • • 

6 

19 

3 

1 

0 

Copper 

• • • • • • 

9 

0 

8 

3 

13 

Lead 

• • • • • • 

9 

18 

8 

7 

Pewter 

• • • • • • 

7 

0 

5 

3 

20 

Zinc 

• * « • • • 

4 

3 

10 

.9 

3 

0 

7 

Rags 

• • • • • • 

137 

2 

2 

2 

3 

0 

0 

Carpet  and  Sacking 

6 

9 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Rubber 

• « • • » • 

16 

6 

8 

1 

0 

Cord  and  Rope 

1 

18 

6 

1 

8 

Hair 

• • • • • • 

4 

6 

3 

14 

Felt  Hats 

• • • • • • 

2 

18 

7 

2 

1 

14 

Records 

• • • • • • 

2 

12 

3 

2 

14 

1 

10 

Bottles 

• « • • • • 

59 

15 

3 

4 

0 

1 

1 

Jars 

• • • • • • 

42 

14 

3 

3 

16 

2 

14 

Bones 

• • • « • • 

20 

17 

9 

24 

Gaskets 

• • • • • • 

2 

0 

Boxes 

• • • • • • 

4 

0 

Grant  from  the  Ministry  of  Supply 
for  Increased  Paper  Collection  29 

13 

10 

200 

5 

0 

22 

£1392 

6 

0 

I wish  to  record 
Health  and  Salvage 
to  Mr.  H.  Curtis  who 

my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Committees,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
resumed  duty  after  serving  in  H.M.  Forces  for 

6|  years. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  Saunders. 
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